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HE SIMPLE TRUTH IS THAT YOU WILL NOT FIND A 

Southern African marina included on in any one of the 

top 10 listings of superyacht destinations. These lists are 

dominated by marinas in Italy, Spain, France and the USA etc. that 

are touted as ‘elite destinations’ with infrastructure that cater to 

the extended lengths and draughts of these luxury vessels. 

 It is also true that the sheer size of some of the world’s 

super yachts can see them relegated to commercial harbours and 

not to the more comfortable yacht basins of Southern Africa. But 

that does not mean you cannot make the region a destination of 

choice, or that it has nothing noteworthy to offer. 

 Southern Africa is not seen as a traditional destination 

for superyacht cruising, but the region is blessed with a number 

of attributes that could one day make it the next big thing as 

more investment is being allocated towards infrastructure and 

word-of-mouth starts to work in its favour. Unlike the European 

coastline where marine tourism has a long history of development 

and where investment into marina facilities has assisted the 

advancement of the superyacht culture, most South African 

marine infrastructure has focused on enhancing trade and the 

marine services sectors. 

 But, as African countries start to wake up to the 

opportunities that exist, more attention is being paid to those in 

the tourism sector. Most recently there has been an emphasis on 

developing cruise terminal infrastructure as governments eye the 

multiplier effect of welcoming international cruise tourists to their 

shores, as well as selling the sector to the local markets. 

 In Cape Town, South Africa, for example, the V&A 

Waterfront was announced as the preferred bidder of a US$ 13.6m 

investment to build and operate a luxury cruise terminal over a 

20-year period. Similar efforts to attract appropriate investment in 

the Port of Durban are ongoing as cruise tourism shows an almost 

50 per cent increase in the area. 

 Africa is turning its attention to the sea and the blight 

of ocean blindness is slowly being cured. The next step should 

arguably be the advancement of infrastructure that would prove 

conducive to the superyacht industry. Given the gamble that 

many African countries took in developing port infrastructure 

aimed at the offshore oil and gas sectors, which has slumped 

severely over the last few years, it is being realised that a more 

multi-sector approach would be prudent. 

 But, despite the lack of bespoke infrastructure the region is 

very well-placed to host those wanting to experience a different 

type of destination and is extremely well positioned for those 

keen to venture further south towards Antarctica. Vessels should 

not feel deterred from visiting and can make good use of local 
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ships’ agents to help them navigate the local bureaucracy that all 

countries have in place. 

 Indeed, some of the most iconic and exclusive luxury 

yachts do include South Africa on their itinerary for very good 

reason. Recent visitors include the 96 m Vava II owned by Ernesto 

Bertarelli as well as the 126 m Octopus owned by Paul Allen. The 

74 m Enigma owned by Aidan Barclay has even opted to call Cape 

Town ‘home’ for the past few months. 

FIRST STOP CAPE TOWN

Cape Town was hailed as the best city in the world to visit by the 

London Telegraph in 2016. Cape Town may not feature on the list 

of top 10 (or even 50) places to berth your luxury vessel, but being 

seen as the best city in the world to visit is acclaim indeed and, 

incidentally, South Africa is listed as the third best country to visit. 

Cape Town has pristine Blue Flag beaches; a number of famous 

vineyards to tour; great outdoor lifestyle activities to engage in 

and plenty of fantastic restaurants for the foodies. It has culture, 

music and history, as well as sporting events and relaxation 

opportunities that surpass many other destinations. As one of the 

country’s most notable maritime centres it naturally has excellent 

services to meet the needs of visiting vessels. From food to marine 

engineering, agency services and even the possibility of recruiting 

crew, the city should not be overlooked. ‘Cape Town makes an 

excellent home base for the superyacht sector,’ proclaims Paula 

Giusti of Trade Ocean, a ships’ agency operating in South Africa 

and Namibia that has adapted to enable itself to work with these 

yachts. ‘Logistically and geographically it makes a good hub,’ with 

the city’s international airport offering good connectivity to and 

from most international destinations. 

 In most cases she says that visiting yachts are accommodated 

in the Victoria Basin along Quay 6 or Jetty 2 just outside the Table 

Bay Hotel and the V&A Waterfront shopping precinct. On occasion, 

however, yachts may need to be moved into the commercial port 

when space is not available in these Waterfront basins. Attracting 
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roughly 24 million visitors a year the V & A Waterfront is South 

Africa’s most visited destination, with its five shopping districts 

offering everything from local designers to international brands, 

coffee shops, restaurants and bars cater for all tastes.

 With a slipway, synchro lift and even a dry dock available, 

Cape Town also provides ample opportunities for maintenance 

and repair work to be completed should this become necessary. 

Contractors with a wide variety of expertise can be called upon to 

undertake this work. 

 The increased interest in Antarctica as a destination for 

superyachts with ice class hulls makes the Port of Cape Town 

strategic. Whether guests want to embark on the full journey 

from the tip of Africa or fly out to meet the yacht closer to the ice, 

Cape Town provides an ideal opportunity to restock or undertake 

maintenance before the trip. 

 Table Mountain, one of the New Seven Wonders of the 

World allows you to immerse yourself in the Mountain’s rich 

biodiversity if you are feeling energetic enough to hike up the 

Platteklipp Gorge, but for those wanting a more sedate way to 

marvel at the wonders of this mountain, a cableway offers a 

quick and convenient ascent. On the slopes of Table Mountain 

you will find the Kristenbosch Gardens where you can lose 

yourself amongst 7000 species of plants from South Africa. A walk 

along the Tree Canopy Walkway (affectionately known as the 

‘Boomslang’ meaning tree snake) the curvaceous steel and timber 

bridge rises through the trees and provides amazing views.
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EXPLORE THE COASTLINE

Although the South African coastline does not include dedicated 

superyacht marinas, it does have eight commercial ports as well 

as one naval base that can and have played host to the needs 

of vessels during a cruise. From west to east, the South African 

coastline includes ports at Saldanha Bay, Cape Town, Simon’s Town 

(naval base), Mossel Bay, Port Elizabeth, Ngqura, East London, 

Durban and Richards Bay. As the country’s busiest container port, 

Durban Harbour has similar marine facilities to Cape Town and 

offers a more temperate climate year round for those not wanting 

to brave the Cape’s winters.

 South Africa’s neighbours on both the East and West coasts 

of Africa also offer unique opportunities for exploration. Namibia’s 

vast expanses of coastal desert and interesting attractions such as 

the ghost town of Kolmanskop near the Lüderitz harbour and the 

safari parks, provide visitors with experiences that are unlikely to 

be matched by anyone visiting the traditional destinations along 

the European coast. 

NAMIBIA AND ITS RICH OFFERINGS

Namibia is potentially an undiscovered gem for the superyacht 

community that are seeking something different and agency 

services, particularly from the country’s bigger port of Walvis Bay, 

can be tailored to a vessel’s needs. 

 In the dry barren stretches on the edge of the Namib 

Desert lie the bones of what was once a grand town Kolmanskop. 

In 1908, railway worker Zacharias Lewala found a sparkling stone 

amongst the sand that he was shoveling away from the railway 

line, once it was confirmed that it was a diamond, news spread 

and hundreds of German miners descended hoping to make their 

fortune. By 1912 the area was producing 11.7% of the world’s 

diamonds. Large elegant houses were built and the new wealth 

meant that, despite the harsh climate and isolation, miners 
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could afford every European luxury and a lively haven of German 

culture arose. In 1920, after World War 1 ended, richer diamond 

deposits were discovered further south just as the diamond field 

was becoming exhausted. The town’s inhabitants rushed South 

to create a new rush leaving their homes and possessions behind 

until in 1954 it was ultimately abandoned and left to the desert 

to be reclaimed and demolished by sand driven wind and the 

encroaching sand dunes. In 1980 De Beers restored some of the 

buildings and created a museum which has since become a big 

tourist attraction.

 Namibia with 26 parks and reserves makes its abundant 

wildlife one of its greatest tourist assets, the most famous being 

Estosha National Park, home to 114 mammal species. The wildlife 

boasts large herds of ‘plains game’ such as Springbok, Burcell’s 

Zebra, Gemsbok and Blue Wilderbeast as well as smaller numbers 

of Red Hartebeest and Mountain Zebra. It is also 

home to Lion, Cheetah and the elusive Leopard. 

Estosha is home to endangered species including 

Black Rhino, Oribi, Puku Antelope and Wild Dog. 

Guided tours to fit every appetite are available to 

ensure these are ticked off your ‘bucket list’. Indeed, 

with an established maritime and fishing sector, 

Namibia’s marine services are well equipped to 

step up to the challenges of meeting the specific 

requirements of their more discerning guests, arriving 

in floating homes. 

 From the distinctive beauty of the deserts on 

the west coast – South Africa’s eastern neighbour, 

Mozambique offers a completely different experience. 
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 The Lonely Planet introduces Mozambique as an enigmatic 

Southeast African country with a beautiful coastline and swaying 

palms, its traditions, its cultures, its vibe and its opportunities for 

adventure are endless. ‘Mozambique is well off most travellers’ 

maps, but it has much to offer those who venture there: long, 

dune-fringed beaches, turquoise waters abounding with shoals of 

colourful fish, well-preserved corals, remote archipelagos in the 

north, pounding surf in the south and graceful dhows with billowing 

sails. Add to this the colonial-style architecture, pulsating nightlife, a 

fascinating cultural mix and vast tracts of bush.’

 It’s difficult to describe the adventure that awaits those 

who want to explore the Southern African coastline, but it is 

without doubt worth ditching the top ten listed marinas of 

the world and heading south to help create a new list of top 

superyacht destinations. 

Contact Paula Giusti: Paula@tradeocean.co.za 
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